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Michael and Goetz Retire 
As Road School Co-Chairmen
Professors H arold  L. M ichael and  W illiam  H . G oetz served as co- 
chairm en of the P u rdue  A nnual R oad  School from 1970 to 1985. T hey  
jo in  a small distinguished group of form er chairm en. T here have been 
approxim ately 72 R oad Schools — including the first few that were called 
conferences. T he first conference was in 1913. A fter several years, P ro ­
fessor Ben Petty  served as R oad School chairm an for approxim ately  40 
years — through  1958. Following chairm en were: Professor K enneth  B. 
W oods 1959-1964 (six years); D r. Jo h n  F. M cL aughlin  1965-1969 (five 
years); and lastly, co-chairm en M ichael and Goetz 1970-1985 (16 years).
Each chairm an  did considerable highway research him self and each 
adm inistered  m any thousands of dollars of research perform ed by fellow 
P urdue Civil E ngineering staff m em bers and graduate students. Each 
chairm an built and im proved on the accom plishm ents of his predecessor.
T he  Purdue R oad  School has been one of the forem ost highw ay 
technology transfer organizations in the world. Because of their national 
and international reputations the R oad  School chairm en were able to a t­
tract highly qualified speakers also of national and international fame. 
T he chairm en have carefully selected laym en, researchers and professors 
to transfer knowledge of highway construction, m aintenance and m anage­
m ent to m any thousands of local, county, state and federal highw ay 
officials.
T he  tim e, effort, and leadership provided by these few m en have 
greatly contributed to the highway industry. The m oney spent on research 
has paid for itself m any tim es over and  has helped to provide us with 
the greatest highway system in the world.
T o  Professors M ichael and G oetz we say thank  you and G odspeed 
in your fu ture retirem ent years.
ix

